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State Theatre New Jersey presents 

The Temptations & The Four Tops 
Sunday, May 13, 2018, 7pm / $45-$95 

 

New Brunswick, NJ (April 20, 2018)—State Theatre New Jersey presents The Temptations 

and The Four Tops on Sunday, May 12, 2018 at 7pm. These two iconic Motown groups will 

perform their tops hits including “My Girl,” “Just My Imagination,” “Papa Was a Rolling 

Stone,” “I Can’t Help Myself (Sugar Pie Honey Bunch),” “Ain't Too Proud to Beg,” “Baby, I Need 

Your Loving,” and many more. Tickets range from $45-$95.  

 

The Temptations 

For more than 50 years, The Temptations have prospered, propelling popular music with a 

series of hits and sold-out performances throughout the world. The history of The Temptations 

is the history of contemporary American pop. An essential component of the original Motown 

machine, that amazing engine invented by Berry Gordy, The Temps began their musical life in 

Detroit in the early 60s. It wasn’t until 1964 however, that the Smokey Robinson written-and-

produced “The Way You Do the things You Do” turned the guys into stars. 

 

The classic lineup was Otis Williams, Melvin Franklin, Paul Williams, Eddie Kendricks, and 

David Ruffin. Beyond the fabulous singing, The Temps became known for smooth stepping and 

flawless presentations. The Temptations Walk became a staple of American style—flair, flash, 

and class—and millions of fans saw their Temptations as cultural heroes. 

 

No matter the change in personnel, The Temptations remained true to The Temptations 

tradition. They survived the whims of fashion, whether disco or techno, and stuck to their guns. 

“Great singing,” says founding member Otis Williams, “will always prevail.” 

 

The Four Tops 

The quartet, originally called the Four Aims, made their first single for Chess in 1956, and spent 

seven years on the road and in nightclubs, singing pop, blues, Broadway, but mostly jazz—four-

part harmony jazz. When Motown’s Berry Gordy Jr. found out they had hustled a national 

Tonight Show appearance, he signed them without an audition to be the marquee act for the 

company’s Workshop Jazz label. That proved short-lived, and Stubbs’ powerhouse baritone lead 
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and the exquisite harmonies of Fakir, Benson, and Payton started making one smash after 

another with the writing-producing trio Holland-Dozier-Holland. 

 

After H-D-H split from Motown, producer Frank Wilson supervised the R&B Top 10 hits “It’s 

All In The Game” and “Still Water (Love)” at the start of the 70s. The Tops also teamed with 

Motown’s top girl group, the Supremes, post-Diana Ross. Billing themselves The Magnificent 

Seven for a series of albums, they hit with a cover of “River Deep - Mountain High.” 

 

In 1990, with 24 Top 40 pop hits to their credit, the Four Tops were inducted into the Rock & 

Roll Hall Of Fame. Though they would no longer have hits on record, the group continued to be 

a hit in concert, touring incessantly, a towering testament to the enduring legacy of the 

Motown Sound they helped shape and define.  

 

For tickets, more information, or group discounts, call State Theatre Guest Services at 

732-246-SHOW (7469), or visit us online at STNJ.org. State Theatre Guest Services, located 

at 15 Livingston Ave, New Brunswick NJ, is open Monday through Friday from 10am to 6pm; 

Saturday from 1pm to 5pm; and at least three hours prior to curtain on performance dates 

unless otherwise specified.  Additional ticket and transaction fees may apply.  

 

About State Theatre New Jersey 

The theater exists to enrich people’s lives, contribute to a vital urban environment, and build future 

audiences by presenting the finest performing artists and entertainers and fostering lifetime 

appreciation for the performing arts through arts education. State Theatre New Jersey’s programs 

are made possible by funds from the New Jersey State Council on the Arts, a partner agency of the 

National Endowment for the Arts. Grant funding has been provided by the Middlesex County Board 

of Chosen Freeholders through a grant award from the Middlesex County Cultural and Arts Trust 

Fund. United is the official airline of the State Theatre.  
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732-247-7200, ext. 542 or by email at kblithe@stnj.org. 

Information in this release is current as of April 20, 2018. 

 

Up-to-the-minute information on events and State Theatre news, 

online at STNJ.org. 
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